
Otto Lenel (1849-1935) 
Prof. Dr. iur. Otto Lenel (*13.12.1849 Mannheim †07.02.1935 Freiburg/Brsg.); parents: Moritz Lenel (1811-1876), Carolina 
Scheuer (1814-1857); siblings: Pauline (1837-1895), Viktor (1838-1917, Industrieller), Antonie (1839-1912), Alfred (1841-1918), 
Thekla (1845-1911); married to: Sarah Luise Eberstadt (1857-1940); children: Paul (1884-1918), Rudolf (1886-1986), Berta 
(1882-1973). 
Otto Lenel was born on December 13th 1849 in Mannheim, as the sixth child of Moritz Lenel and 
Caroline Scheuer. He was married to Sarah Louise Eberstadt (1857-1940) and had three children, 

Paul, Rudolf and Berta. Otto Lenel was one of the most 
important legal historians of Roman law. 
His importance in the field of Roman law, in particular 
the discovery of later interpolations of the original 
classical texts was outstanding. In particular, he 
investigated the reconstruction of the perpetuum 
Edictum and Palingenesia. His works are regarded up 
to this day as decisive in this field. 
From 1885, Otto Lenel taught and lived in Strasbourg. 
In 1907 he received a call to Freiburg. In 1929, on his 
80th Birthday, he was honored with a congratulatory 
address, in which 20 countries of different continents 
and 100 universities took part. But in 1933, the honorary 
citizen of the city of Freiburg, felt the impact of Nazi 
racial policy. His daughter was ousted from her job as a 
nurse, and his grandson was denied the right to live in 
the country, for which his late father and grandfather 
had risked their lives in the battlefield. These heavy 
blows broke the old man. For the last one and a half 
years of his life he could no longer devote himself to 

science. On February 7th 1935, he died. According to his wish he was buried in silence and no eulogy 
was published in Germany. His widow (aged 83) and his daughter were deported in October 1940 to 
the Gurs concentration camp in France, where the widow died. 
On the 50th anniversary of his death on February 7th 1985, a memorial plaque was unveiled at his last 
residence, a house in Holbein Strasse 5 in Freiburg im Breisgau (Germany). 
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